
 

Welcome 
to the  

Simon Balle Music Department



Welcome to our Music Department. 

Music at Simon Balle is a vibrant place to be - there is so much going on. We are 
a musical family and all our musicians make our work special. Their work echoes 
around our school every day and their achievements are made and celebrated 
amongst friends. We perform in venues not just in school and last year had our 
first concert at the world famous Saffron Hall. We support all styles of music and 
adapt our approach each year to cater for the musicians who work with us. 

Our musicians provide the joy and hard work that we celebrate - a new 
performance, a new discovery, a new achievement, a personal triumph. Every 
day something new makes us smile and drives our wonderful team forward. We 
offer outstanding and supportive specialist learning to the highest level. Our 
teaching is rigorous and linked so much to the music profession. We nurture 
talent and ability at all stages and ages with a wide range of ensembles and 
opportunities.  Our aim is that our musicians achieve excellence in every way, 
being exposed to a rich variety of influences, approaches and attitudes. 

We expect commitment from our musicians, young and old. Discipline leads to 
success and achievement, whilst having fun along the way. The more students 
put in to their work and the department, the more they will get out. We respond 
to those who respond to us. 

Our ensembles perform at home and abroad - each year we are part of the music 
festival in Ghent, Belgium. Our ensembles perform to a high quality, and you can 
link to recordings throughout this booklet. Every year the Band of the Parachute 
Regiment comes to work with us. Our musicians work with some of the top 
educators in the country. Last year we worked with Andy Scott from the Royal 
Northern College of Music, and Jeffery Wilson from the Junior Guildhall. Our 
students are given so many opportunities and it is up to them to grab them with 
enthusiasm! 

Throughout this booklet you will find links - please use the online version to use 
these links. This can be found at https://goo.gl/BZY7tz 

So, come and visit, listen, watch a performance, give us a ring. You will not be 
disappointed. 

Mark Taylor 
Director of Music

http://www.andyscott.org.uk/
https://www.jefferywilson.co.uk/
https://goo.gl/BZY7tz
http://www.andyscott.org.uk/
https://www.jefferywilson.co.uk/
https://goo.gl/BZY7tz
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What our parents say……

Music at Simon Balle is superb. There are a huge range of students 

involved in music outside the timetabled lessons and the standards that they 

achieve is truly outstanding. The range of vocal and instrumental opportunities 

is second to none. The youngest students learn from the seniors and they all 

benefit hugely from the opportunities to come together and perform (see for 

example the recent choral evening). There is a real buzz in the music 

department and everyone is encouraged to get involved in some way (my son 

was identified as someone who would enjoy learning a musical instrument and 

was encouraged to take up lessons; he continues to enjoy it 18 months later). 

The discipline of working at something to improve is well learnt in music and 

can be applied elsewhere. The organisation provided by the staff is very 

impressive and the enthusiasm they transmit is obvious to audience members. 

I think that even those not directly involved in the music department benefit 

from being at a school that values music so highly; it is important!

I think the Music Department at Simon Balle is a fantastic asset to the school. Everyone works so hard to enable children to learn and perform. I think learning an instrument is one of the most valuable things a child could do and the Music Department supports and encourages them in so many ways.

• You have created a supportive and encouraging environment for pupils.

• You get the best out of musicians.
• You provide musicians with fabulous opportunities to perform and challenge 

themselves.
• You are community focused and promote music beyond Simon Balle school

• Safeguarding and welfare of pupils on and off site is better than compliance. 

It is the culture and ethos of the music department.
• You are good communicators, in person and on line.
• You respond quickly to parent concerns / questions
• You give parents the opportunity to be involved in their child’s music 

education
• You say it like it is and give us lots of information.
• You are willing to take a risk or two or three.
• You don't faff about.



 
Our Musical School 
Music is at the heart of what we do. Our holistic approach places great emphasis 
upon the arts and in particular musical education. We say it is 'the lifeblood' of our 
school and its influence affects both performers and those who listen and 
appreciate. Music is a 'golden thread' which weaves its way through our ethos 
and culture. For many of our students it is a life changer - playing music and their 
instrument becomes part of who they are and they take this with them wherever 
they go.


Alison Saunders

Headteacher

This means that our school 
• Promotes music and a musical experience for all

• Gives every child or young person an opportunity to learn a musical 

instrument with a broad choice

• Develops a clear range of musical progression routes

• Ensures that the musical curriculum is broad and balanced and links with 

other art forms

• Values musical appreciation and musical performance

• Creates opportunities for young people of all ages and stages to perform and 

work together

• Makes links with the creative musical industries and the wider musical 

community of performers and academics

We do this by 
• Ensuring that all young people become first class musicians achieving their 

very best with performance opportunities for all

• Supporting our teachers to work together and provide a co-ordinated 

approach

• Creating planned musical opportunities and memories

• Identifying potential musicians at every stage, regardless of experience, 

background, age, stage or financial situation

• Responding to a child's sense of creativity and innovation

• Ensuring that all will have timetabled activities with specialist staff



The curriculum 
Our curriculum is skills based and is designed to help all students develop as 
musicians. During the 3 years, they build up a bank of performing, listening and 
composition skills that prepare them for GCSE.  

Year 7. Here, we focus very much on singing. National studies show that the very 
first lesson in music at the start of Year 7 is often the most important and will 
shape the student’s entire experience of music. Thus, this lesson and the whole 
year is crucial to our work. Students learn the art of team work, how to share 
ideas and how to work independently. In this year, they are 
not only taught about 
music, but they are 
shown how to learn 
about music and to 
make the most of the 
opportunities that they 
have. Year 8 continues 
with the development of 
musical skills, including 
more practical music 
making. Year 9 
continues a practical 
approach, where 
students develop their understanding of performing and working in ensembles 
and bands.  

GCSE. Musicians can opt for GCSE Music, where the course is very practical 
and there is lots of individual support with coursework. All musicians develop their 
understanding of music and perform both in school and in the wider community. 

A Level is where students continue to excel and are given specialist performing 
opportunities and musical development. Students have a lot of individual 
mentoring and are given time with an accompanist. Our ethos of discipline and 
high expectations achieves superb results for those who take A level Music and 
for our performing musicians.



Instrumental tuition 
We believe our instrumental tuition is nothing short of outstanding which is 
reflected in the numbers of students who learn an instrument or to sing, the 
number who participate in our activities, the number who benefit from our work, 
the number who are part of our musical family. We are one of the largest 
departments in 
the county. 

Our ensembles 
are amazing. Our 
Concert Band, 
pictured above, 
has more than 
60 musicians. 
Listen here to a 
recording. The 
Junior Wind 
Band, also pictured here, produces incredible performances. Listen here. 

You create a community of both staff and students who support and care for one 
another. Magic is made when they perform. You should be very proud of the team 

you have. Thank you for all your hard work.

https://audioboom.com/posts/6111523-gallimaufry-saffron-concert-band-2017
https://audioboom.com/posts/6111583-junior-wind-band-saffron
https://audioboom.com/posts/6111523-gallimaufry-saffron-concert-band-2017
https://audioboom.com/posts/6111583-junior-wind-band-saffron





 

We also sing - listen here to one of our many choirs. We have an orchestra and 
string ensembles, we have a guitar ensemble, a rock school and an amazing Big 
Band. Listen to them by clicking here! Our saxophones are also inspirational!

The staff inspire and 
encourage the 

students to be the 
best they can be

Inclusion, every child has the 
chance to take part. The music is varied 
and engaging. The last choral concert 

was a delight to listen to. All the children 
mixing with the older choir was magical. 

We loved it! The enthusiasm of the 
teachers is so visual, you all clearly love 

to watch these children grow.

https://audioboom.com/posts/6111478-choirs-saffron-2017?t=0
https://audioboom.com/playlists/4610590-saffron-2017
https://audioboom.com/posts/6111478-choirs-saffron-2017?t=0
https://audioboom.com/playlists/4610590-saffron-2017


What our students say…. 
 

The music block has 
always been like my 

second home… because 
of the atmosphere. 

Everyone is a massive 
family.

I will cherish my time as 
part of the Simon Balle 

Big Band and Music 
Department for the rest 

of my life

Being given the 
opportunity to play in the 
most fantastic places and 

work with inspirational 
professionals pushed me 
to work harder to achieve.

It’s been a wild ride but 
I can say that I have 
100% loved every 

moment of it

What makes the music 
department so great is 
the work, energy and 

enthusiasm that you and 
the music staff throw into 

everything you do.

You have inspired 
hundreds of people like 
me… You have had an 
immense impact on my 
school and social life.



 

Our musical week 
Instrumental lessons take place every day, from early morning into the evening. 
Ensembles rehearse each week after school: 

Monday - Junior Wind Band, Concert Band 

Tuesday - String ensembles and orchestra, Saxidentals, Rock School 

Wednesday - our choir and singing time - all choirs with the Adult choir in the 
evening 

Thursday - Big Band 

Friday - Brass Ensemble (lunchtime), Guitars after school 

We also run extra sectional and ensemble rehearsals, chamber music and more. 

Most Thursdays at 6pm we have our tea time showcase - allowing musicians to 
perform music they have been working on. 

Every musician who is eligible is expected to be in an ensemble. Playing and 
performing with others is a vital part of being a musician. 

Bringing student 
musicians together from 

all age groups to 
interact for a different 
purpose. Bringing an 

adult approach to their 
responsibilities as part 

of a team. And making a 
good sound!

There are always a fantastic number 
of students involved in any one music 

event - your energy & enthusiasm 
really inspires the masses to get 

involved.



 Past musicians (alumni) 
Many students have gone on to study music beyond their time at Simon Balle. 
They have then become professional musicians, often returning to work with us. 
Here are some of the gang! Do click on the links to find out 
more about them. So many for one school! 

Ellie Lovegrove - now a professional trumpet player who 
has played in various leading orchestras and in the West 
End.  

Chris Eldred - amazing jazz pianist who has 
performed with Jean Toussaint, Stan Tracey,  
in NYJO and at Ronnie Scotts. Chris went to 
Trinity. 

Dan Smith - jazz saxophonist and amazing 
musician. Dan went to the Royal Welsh College of 
Music and now is at the Royal Academy, having 
won the Yamaha Jazz Award. 

Others include 

Ian Beadle - now a professional baritone singer 
who went to the Guildhall. 

James Lloyd Skinner - professional tenor singer currently working all over the 
world. 

George Ezra - George went to BIMM and now is a well known singer/songwriter 

There are many more! Pete Hutchison, bass player, Tom Hutchison, drummer….. 

Alex Salter and Stuart Bowden joined the military bands…..

http://www.ellielovegrove.com/
http://chriseldredpianist.tumblr.com/chris
http://www.dan-smith.info/
http://www.ianbeadle.co.uk/
mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=ypxE50urkT8
https://www.georgeezra.com/
http://www.ellielovegrove.com/
http://chriseldredpianist.tumblr.com/chris
http://www.dan-smith.info/
http://www.ianbeadle.co.uk/
mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=ypxE50urkT8
https://www.georgeezra.com/


Our department by numbers  

200musicians 

involved in our recent 
Saffron Hall concert

140+
Instrumental exams taken 

last year

24
Musicians last year had 

achieved Grade 8

4
Diplomas (Conservatoire 
standard performances) 

achieved last year 
ATCL, Dip LCM

260
Students have instrumental 

or singing lessons each 
week

1000+
In the audience at our recent 
Ghent concert whilst on tour

(Just look at the picture on the 
next page)



To find out more…… 

Email - music@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 

Look and listen - https://twitter.com/simonballemusic 

There is so much stuff on twitter - scroll back and enjoy! 

Listen - https://audioboom.com/channel/simonballemusic 

Our audio channel. 

Ring - 01992 410408 

 
Best of all, come and see us in action.

mailto:music@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/simonballemusic
https://audioboom.com/channel/simonballemusic

